Bassenthwaite Parish Council
Minutes of the Bassenthwaite Parish Council Meeting 

 held in the Parish Room, Bassenthwaite on Thursday 8th March 2018 at 7.30pm.
 Bass meeting 131    
Councillors Present: J Stephens, N Harrop, R James, H Reb & K Armstrong.                                

  Also Present: E Clark (Clerk) & Cllr Bowness (Cumbria County Councillor).        
1)  Apologies - Apologies for absence were received & accepted from Cllr McMillan, Cllr Trafford, Cllr Mattinson & Cllr Grainger (Allerdale Borough Councillor). 

2)  Minutes - Resolved – that the Chair sign the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 1st February 2018.   
3)  Public Participation – no members of the public present but emails were received with regards to dog fouling by the swings, with the suggestion that the area where the swings were by the beck side, be fenced off with a low fence and that it be a dog free zone and a request for a baby swing seat instead of the all four swings that are currently in the village play area. The council agreed that a fence would not be a solution to the problem.  Clerk to contact the Allerdale Street Scene officer with the view of additional no dog fouling notices and stencils for the pavements.  It was noted that when the swings were purchased the council were advised that they could not mix ordinary swings with baby swings so the council opted for the ordinary swings.  Clerk to ask the play area inspection officer for this opinion on this matter.  
 4) Requests for Dispensations - There were no requests for dispensations.

 5) Declaration of Interests – There were no declarations of interest.

 6) Cumbria Constabulary – PCSO 5356 Smith was not present at the meeting but forwarded a questionnaire in relation to the 10 weekly engagement meetings.  The council unanimously agreed that updating the police crime website would be more beneficial than holding a meeting.
 7) Chairman’s Announcements
a) A letter of thanks had been received from the Great North Air Ambulance for the parish council’s donation of £25.00.

b) The spring three tier meeting will be held on the 22nd March 2018 at Allerdale House Workington starting at 7.00 pm, a final agenda will be sent out a week or more in advance.  The main agenda item will be a presentation from the police.

c) The Caldbeck Rambler service for Summer 2018 from Stagecoach, will again run on Saturdays only this year from 24 March 2018 until 27 October 2018

       There will be a significant change to the route and timetable this summer, all journeys will run via Ireby, Uldale, Bassenthwaite and the A591 via Mirehouse.  Public timetable to follow once available.
8)  Payment of Accounts – the following payments were considered & approved for payment;             

  a)  Clerk’s Salary  01.01.18 to 31.03.18




 £424.36

  b)  Clerk’s Expenses  (Paper 2.49, Postage 15.42 Ink 26.74)
                          £  44.65

  c)   HM Revenue & Customs – PAYE



                          £106.00       

  Donation request from the Keswick & District Community First Responders to be considered at the May meeting as the previous donation was approved in May.  
  9) Financial Report - The balance as at the 28th of February 2018 is £16752.05 on all three PC accounts – Approved.   The bank reconciliation as at the 28th February 2018 – Approved.  A review 2017/18 budget – Approved.
  10)  Annual Audit Review 

  a)  The Risk Assessment Document was considered and approved.

  b)  The Effectiveness of Internal Audit document was considered and approved.

  c)  The Asset Register to be considered at the April meeting. Value of the Parish Room following its rebuild required.    

  d)  It was agreed that the fidelity Guarantee was sufficient for this year at £50,000.  

    11)  Grass Cutting Tender – three grass cutting tenders were received and considered. Following a full discussion, Cllr Stephens proposed, Cllr James seconded, with all other councillors unanimously in favour that the contract be again awarded to ISS as they were the most competitive on price. 
  12)  Planning  
         a)   App Ref No: 7/2018/2021 -  Approval of details reserved by condition on planning application   7/2016/2017 – Confirmation of compliance with condition attached to planning permission – United Utilities, Bridge End Water Treatment Works, Keswick – considered to be acceptable by LDNPA 13/02/2018.

           b)   App Ref No:  7/2017/2348 & 7/2017/2349 – Change of use and refurbishment of existing traditional barn to 1 no. holiday let unit (Use classification C3) – Side barn adjacent to Dower House, Bassenthwaite – to be considered by the LDNPA Development Control Committee on the 7th of March 2018.  

    13) Highways – thanks were given to the local farmers for clearing the parish roads of snow.  The following highway issues were noted; potholes on the A591 towards Mirehouse, potholes on the approach to Ouse bridge from Armathwaite, Winding Gate requires resurfacing, Scarness road is still flooding and the bus stop sign at the bottom of Winding Gate (opposite the caravan site) has fallen down.  Clerk to make enquiries in relation to the telephone box at Castle Inn being removed.  Highways contact details are now displayed on all the parish notice boards.  
          An email from highways advised that they appreciated that roads were in a bad state of repair but they were monitoring all sections of the highway that were damaged and should any urgent repair works need to be carried out they will be.  Unfortunately the highway is being maintained under an ever reducing budget which becomes increasingly difficult to manage at this time of year, and all the repairs needed are not always able to be carried out.       
    14) Reports – no reports received from councillors attending meetings of other organisations.
    15) Cast Iron Fingerpost at the Chapel – the clerk advised that she had received two anonymous donations towards the refurbishment of the chapel fingerpost, which totalled £450.00.  A further donation had been pledged and also a promise of a donation from the proceeds of a restored table.  The council thanked all the benefactors for their generous donations.  

          The parish council’s request to highways to carry out the works, and/or gift the fingerpost to the council received the following response; what may be possible, is that the responsibility for the maintenance of the signs is passed over to the PC via a Memorandum of Agreement – but not actually custodianship of the signs. Though this is a long and convoluted process, and not without its complexities. In order to have maintenance carried out by a third part contractor; if the PC are organising and paying for the works, then a Memorandum of Agreement would need to be drawn up and agreed.
  Terry Moore, the fingerpost restorer, stated the following; I receive the same questions from other parishes. The Highways have approved my working methods and safety issues (risk assessments), so if the parishes are happy then you can authorise my work. I have been restoring finger posts for the Eden District Highways for the past 5 years and scheduled to restore some more when the weather warms up. I completed my 100th finger post last year.

  If you require a breakdown of my working methods then I am happy to provide this.
  The council unanimously agreed to authorise Mr Moore to go ahead and refurbish the Fingerpost.    

    16) United Utilities Pipeline Legacy & Tree Fund – a reply email from the Cumbria Community Foundation stated that the parish council could apply to the ‘Legacy Fund’ towards the fingerpost, however they had had lots of enquiries to the fund and it was thought that they wouldn’t have enough money to distribute and would have to prioritise projects accordingly.  Neville Elstone, Chartered Forester on behalf of the ‘Tree Fund’ advised that he could help the parish council develop an application and could visit and chat through ideas if required.    
   17) Hearse House – on the 26th of February, a £70,000 cash offer for the sale of Church Room/Hearse House, was offered and accepted.
   18) Trees on the Green – it was considered that the low branches on the trees through The Avenue, should be removed.  Cllr James to obtain a quote for this work to be carried out. 
   19) Items for next Agenda - new items to be with the clerk by Wednesday the 28th of March 2018.
   20) Date of Next Meeting – it was noted that the next meeting of the Parish Council would be on Thursday the 5th of April 2018.   
                                         The chair closed the meeting at 8.35pm. 
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