Bassenthwaite Parish Council
Minutes of the Bassenthwaite Parish Council Meeting
 held in the Parish Room, Bassenthwaite on Thursday 2nd December 2021 at 7.30pm.
 Bass meeting 165       
 Councillors Present: J Stephens (Chairman), N Harrop, S Langcake, K Armstrong,
                                      E Trafford, C Grace & H Reb.           
 Also Present: E Clark (clerk), K Cunliffe, J Cunliffe & R Stirrup.                                          
1) Apologies – Apologies for absence were received & accepted from Cllr Jukes.
 2)   Minutes - Resolved – that the Chair sign the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 4th of November 2021.
3) Public Participation – K & J Cunliffe joined the meeting in respect of planning application no. 7/2021/2343 & R Stirrup joined the meeting in respect of planning application no. 7/2021/2337.
Mrs Stirrup of Rose Lea (property immediately adjacent to the proposed new properties) advised that the application stated, that small windows along the boundary were non-habitable rooms and would therefore no t be affected by the development, this statement is untrue and this new development would take light from these rooms.  Also a proposed 3ft wall topped with a fence would increase the loss of light to these windows.   

At the Chairman’s discretion planning application Ref No:  7/2021/2337 – 2no. local needs dwellings and 1no. farm diversification long term local needs rental/holiday let (revised scheme following withdrawal of 7/2021/2115) – Green Farm, Bassenthwaite was brought forward to this point of the meeting.  Councillors unanimously agreed to object to this application due to a loss of light to the rear of the adjacent cottages. 
Mrs Cunliffe advised that she had emailed her objection in respect of planning application no. 7/2021/2343 (email circulated to councillors prior to the meeting. At the Chairman’s discretion the following application (received too late to be on the agenda) was discussed at this point of the meeting;  Ref No: 7/2021/2343 – to use part of the field opposite the existing camping field for two (2) hardstanding pitches for small T5 type camper van use all year long (Retrospective) – Kestral Lodge, Campsite, Bassenthwaite – unanimous objection due to overdevelopment, an increase in traffic, loss of visual amenity & the application is for development outside the original field.   
    4)  Requests for Dispensations - there were no requests for dispensations.

    5)  Declaration of Interests –there were no declarations of interest.  
    6)  Cumbria Constabulary – the monthly police newsletter was circulated by email.  
      7)  Chairman’s Announcements  
a) A letter from St John’s Church, Bassenthwaite thanks the parish council for their £500 donation towards the churchyard grasscutting.

b) Hm Lord-Lieutenant of Cumbria is asking for support to The Queen’s Green Canopy, the tree planting initiative created to mark Her Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee in 2022 which invites people from across the Uk to ‘Plant a Tree for the Jubilee’. For more information visit www.queensgreencanopy.org
c)  The Local Government Reorganisation has confirmed their intention to name the two new councils:  For the Allerdale, Carlisle & Copeland areas of the council’s name will be ‘Cumberland Council’ and will potentially have 46 Councillors.   For the Barrow, Eden & South Lakeland areas the council’s name will be ‘Westmorland & Furness Council’ and will potentially have 65 Councillors.

d) The Structural Change Order confirms that there will be no change to the date of parish and town councils. This means that if the council is due to have an election in 2022 it will go ahead or if it is due to take place in 2023 it will go ahead as planned. It may be the case that there will be no other elections taking place in 2023, which may raise a question about the funding of the elections in 2023.

e) Water Resources West are working through their final stages of pulling together a consultation version of their plan on which they will be sharing early next year. As part of that plan, they are constantly seeking views of their stakeholders and so have launched their water transfers consultation and want to invite feedback from their stakeholders via https://ideastream.watersourceswest.co.uk/consultations/water-transfers/
        8) Payment of Accounts & Receipts Received
           The following payments were considered & approved for payment;   
(a) E Clark (Clerk’s Salary Oct, Nov, Dec)



£475.77
(b)  E Clark (Expenses Postage)                                                             
£  12.36

(c)  HM Revenue & Customs – PAYE



             £118.80

(d)  D L Electrical Services (testing of tree lights)
                          £   30.00

(e)  Mr G Oliver (xmas lights & electrical box)

             £171.95
       9) Financial Report - The balance as at the 30th November 2021 is £21,066.92 on all three PC accounts.  The 2021/22 budget was received & approved.  
     10) Budget & Precept for 2022/23 – the proposed 2022/23 budget was considered and it was agreed to set the precept for 2022/23 at £7350.00 as per 2021/22.
   11) Planning
      (a)  Ref No:  7/2021/2307 – conversion of traditional building to form holiday let – Mireside, Bassenthwaite – no objection.
            (b)  Ref No:  7/2021/2265 – new barn for animal, animal feed & equipment shelter – Birks Hill, Bassenthwaite – no objection.  
(c) Ref No: 7/2021/2243 – amendment to design condition 2 on 7/2020/2008 – replacing small lean-to to the front of the manor house with a two storey extension, to allow for a private access and stairwell to the first floor staff apartment.  Alterations to the existing landscaping drive and parking to create more parking spaces – Bassenfell Manor, Bassenthwaite – Approved 17/11/21. 

   12) Highways – Sandbeds to Scarness (Bowness farm road ends) – road requires repairing.  There is an inoperative light outside Fletchers Garden (Light No. 425).      
   13) Parish Benches & Goal Posts – to was noted that Steve Sowerby would install the new bench on the Green and supply a quote for the painting of the goal posts. 
     14) Items for next Agenda - new items to be with the clerk by the 25th of January 2022.
      15) Date of Next Meeting – it was noted that the next meeting of the Parish Council would be Thursday the 3rd of February 2022.     
                                         The chair closed the meeting at 8.10pm. 
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