Bassenthwaite Parish Council
        Minutes of Bassenthwaite Annual Parish Meeting 

held in the Parish Room on Thursday 4th May 2022 at 7.00pm.
Bass min 170AP   Draft minutes to be ratified at the May 2023 Parish Council Meeting
 Cllrs Present: J Stephens, H Reb, S Langcake, K Armstrong  & N Harrop.   

Also Present:  Elizabeth Clark (Clerk), R James & B Cooper-Holmes 
1) Apologies – Cllr Grace, Cllr Bowness (Cumbria County Councillor) & Cllr Grainger (Allerdale Borough Councillor)   
2) Minutes Resolved - that the Chairman sign as a correct record minutes of the Annual Parish meeting held on 20th May 21.
3) Chairman’s Report 
    The past year has seen the end of all restrictions that were imposed due to the Covid pandemic and the Parish Council has had 11 meetings in the Parish Room since the Annual Parish Meeting of May 2021. These included an extraordinary meeting in January 2022 to discuss a planning application from Kestrel Lodge, 7/2021/2343.

    There have been 11 planning applications considered in the last year.

    Of the 11 planning applications the council supported 1, objected to 3 and had no objection to 7.

    The Parish Council has continued to monitor and report Highways issues to Cumbria County Council, primarily using the online reporting system on their website at www.cumbria.gov.uk . There is still a telephone hotline 03003032992 but the website is to be preferred as photographs can be sent and a response as to action taken is returned via email.  This system is available to everyone so please use it to report Highways problems as an individual but if you prefer let a parish councillor know of the problem.

    The parish council has continued to pay the costs for the lights and lighting of the Christmas tree erected by our community on the Green each December.

The Parish Council precept has been held at the same level for several years now (£7,350) and continues at this rate for the coming year.

The council monitors and maintains the lands owned by the council and as part of this one of the lime trees on the Green had to be felled as it had developed a disease and some small ash trees were cut down along North Row which had contracted ash dieback.

 The wooden framed childrens swings near to the ford were replaced earlier this year with metal framed ones as the wood was deteriorating beyond repair as was shown by the annual safety inspection of the play equipment.

The defibrillator in the telephone box on the edge of the Green continues to be checked on a weekly basis by Councillors Reb and Harrop to ensure that it is fault free. Our thanks to these councillors for this ongoing task. The council meets the annual charges for maintaining the defibrillator. 

The Parish Room is managed entirely by the Parish Room Committee but the business and water rates continue to be paid by the Parish Council.

There is a Bassenthwaite web site, www.bassenthwaite.org.uk , on which there is a Parish Council section where agendas and meeting minutes are posted along with other information. The Parish Council continues to pay the costs of keeping the website online and are responsible for updating their own section of the site.

The Parish Council of nine councillors looks forward to another year serving the Bassenthwaite Civil Parish community. Please note that next year (May 2023) is an election year for all nine council positions and anyone eligible can put themselves forward for election. Our clerk can advise on the process to be followed.

4) Consultation of Electors
    The following were brought to the attention of the council; a conifer tree is taking over a piece of land to the rear of the pub - could it be removed?  Dog fouling is continuing to be an issue throughout the village, especially on the Green, childrens play area, Beck Side, Cooper Dub etc.  The noticeboard in The Narrows requires attention.  White lines on the junctions in the village require renewing.  Road sweeper required throughout the village.  Could a letter of thanks be sent to Tivoli for all their hardwork with the grasscutting etc.  It was asked that the inoperative Cooper Dub street light not be forgotten about.  Report to be added to the Binsey Link. 
     The Annual Parish Meeting was closed at 7.35pm.
