Bassenthwaite Parish Council
Minutes of the Bassenthwaite Parish Council Meeting
 held in the Parish Room, Bassenthwaite on Thursday 2nd March 2023 at 7.30pm.
 Bass meeting 179                    
 Councillors Present: J Stephens (Chairman), S Langcake, C Grace, B Cooper-Holmes, J Mattinson, K Armstrong, E Trafford & L Briggs. 
Also Present: E Clark (clerk) & Cllr Bowness (late arrival).                                    

1) Apologies – Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Jill Perry (Cumberland Councillor). 
  2)  Minutes - Resolved – that the Chair sign the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 2nd of February 2023 
3) Public Participation – no comments or representations made from members of the public.
    4)  Requests for Dispensations - there were no requests for dispensations.

    5)  Declaration of Interests – there were no declaration of interests.  
    6)  Cumbria Constabulary – the monthly police newsletter was circulated by email.  
       7)  Chairman’s Announcements  
a) The shadow executive met on Thursday & agreed the details of the budget that outlines the spending plans for the new Cumberland Council over the coming year. 

b) Cllr Perry reported that the council is undertaking a report (to be published in April) on how they can make changes in transport to support rural mobility.
        8)  Payment of Accounts
             The following payments were considered & approved for payment; 
     a)  Clerk’s Salary 01.01.23 to 31.03.23

£475.57

     b)  Clerk’s Expenses – Postage                                    £    6.12  

     c)  HM Revenue & Customs – PAYE

             £119.00

     d)  GNAA – Donation


             £ 50.00

     e)  IONOS – Domain Name



£ 23.98

     f)  Npower – Xmas tree electric


£   1.31

     g)  Arborscape – tree survey



£300.00
       9)  Financial Report - The balance as at the 28th February 2023 is £15273.16 on all three PC accounts. The bank reconciliation as at the 28th February 2023 was considered and accepted.
     10)  Parish Councillor Vacancy – it was noted that there was currently one parish councillor vacancy. 
       11)  Grass Cutting Tender – tender notice to be displayed on the parish notice boards with a decision to be made at the next meeting.  
       12)  Planning               
    a)  Ref No:  7/2023/2002 – full planning application for a single dwelling – Armathwaite Hall Hotel, Bassenthwaite – no objection.    
   13)  Highways – inoperative light (no2) at Kiln Hill – clerk to report.  Road sweeper to be requested. £730 was quoted to refurbish the fingerpost at the end of North Row; the council were unanimously in favour of this refurbishment – clerk to look into funding. 
  14)  Committee Reports – the following reports were received;
           a)  Village Green Committee – nothing to report.
          b)  Parish Owned Land Committee – a comprehensive report was received from Arborscape in respect of the trees on the Pinfold.  It was agreed that prices be gained to carry out the necessary work.   
          c)  Play Areas Committee – nothing to report.
   15)  Annual Audit Review
    a)  The Risk Assessment Document was reviewed and approved.

   b)  The Effectiveness of Internal Audit document was reviewed and approved.

   c)  The Asset Register was reviewed and approved.   

   d)  The Insurance & fidelity guarantee (£50,000) was reviewed and approved.  
  16)  Items for next Agenda - new items to be with the clerk by the 29th of March 2023.
     17)  Date of Next Meeting – it was noted that the next meeting of the Parish Council would be Thursday the 6th of April 2023.  
             Cllr Bowness (Cumbria County Councillor) advised that it would be his last meeting.  He was thanked by the council for all his past service and wished all the best for the future. 

                                         The chair closed the meeting at 8.20pm. 
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