Bassenthwaite Parish Council
Minutes of the Bassenthwaite Parish Council Meeting
 held in the Parish Room, Bassenthwaite on Thursday 6th April 2023 at 7.30pm.
 Bass meeting 180                    
 Councillors Present: J Stephens (Chairman), S Langcake, C Grace, B Cooper-Holmes, J Mattinson, K Armstrong & L Briggs. 
Also Present: E Clark (clerk) & Cllr Perry (Cumberland Councillor).                                    

1) Apologies – Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Trafford. 
  2)  Minutes - Resolved – that the Chair sign the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 2nd of March 2023 
3) Public Participation – no comments or representations made from members of the public.
    4)  Requests for Dispensations - there were no requests for dispensations.

    5)  Declaration of Interests – there were no declaration of interests.  
    6)  Cumbria Constabulary – the monthly police newsletter was circulated by email.  
       7)  Chairman’s Announcements  
a) As from the 1st of April 2023 local government changed to two new unitary authorities; Cumberland Council & Westmorland & Furness Council.    

     b)   A letter from the Great North Air Ambulance thanked the parish council for their donation of £50.00.
        8)  Payment of Accounts
             The following payments were considered & approved for payment; 
     a)  Water Plus (Water Trough)

£229.63

     b)  P Sibson    (Tree Management)

£180.00 
       9)  Financial Report - The balance as at the 31st March 2023 is £14341.63 on all three PC accounts. The bank reconciliation as at the 31st March 2023 was considered and accepted.  The ‘Add a Party’ form, was completed and authorised by two existing signatories, to verify the position of Elizabeth Clark as Clerk to the parish council, as required by the Cumberland Building Society. 
     10)  Grass Cutting Tender – it was agreed that the 2023 grass cutting contract for the village green be awarded to Tivoli & the grass cutting contract for Beck Edge be awarded to Gordon Oliver.  It was agreed that Gordon be asked to include the end of North Row where it meets with the A591 (grasscutting & trimming of bushes to aid motorists visibility).   
       11)  Planning               
    a)  Ref No:  7/2023/2058 – Removal of existing side conservatory.  Construction of new 2 storey side extension.  Removal of existing rear single storey porch with replacement and other minor internal and external alterations – Vale House, Bassenthwaite – no objection.    
   12)  Highways – inoperative light (no2) at Kiln Hill – clerk to follow-up.  An email from Highways advised that any fingerposts requiring refurbishment should be logged on the highways reporting portal, this will assist officers putting a works ticket together.  It was agreed that the fingerpost at the end of North Row and Sandbeds be reported.    
  13)  Committee Reports – the following reports were received;
           a)  Village Green Committee – nothing to report.
          b)  Parish Owned Land Committee – It was agreed to request Arborscape remove 3 of the Pinfold’s Ash trees (T17, T19 & T20) as per their quote.  Price to be gained for traffic control (lights) in order to fell further trees on the Pinfold.  Price to be gained to carry out electronic testing to confirm the structural safety of the Beech tree (T04)    
          c)  Play Areas Committee – nothing to report.
   14)  Coronation Celebrations – a £100.00 donation to the Parish Room Committee to purchase wild flower seeds to celebrate the coronation was considered and approved.  A cheque for the said amount was completed and authorised.    
  15)  Items for next Agenda - new items to be with the clerk by the 3rd of May 2023.
     16)  Date of Next Meeting – it was noted that the next meeting of the Parish Council would be the annual parish meeting and the annual meeting of the parish council and would be held on Thursday the 11th of May 2023.  
  Cllr Stephens advised that Bassenthwaite Parish Council’s election result were uncontested with three candidates being elected as parish councillors. He stated that he would no longer be standing as a parish councillor. 

                                         The chair closed the meeting at 8.52pm. 
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