Bassenthwaite Parish Council
Minutes of the Bassenthwaite Parish Council Meeting
 held in the Parish Room, Bassenthwaite on Thursday 4th August 2022 at 7.30pm.
 Bass meeting 173            
 Councillors Present: J Stephens (Chairman), J Mattinson, N Harrop, C Grace,  
                                     K Armstrong & S Langcake.  
Also Present: Cllr Bowness, Cllr Perry, B Cooper-Holmes, L Briggs & E Clark (clerk).                                    

1) Apologies – Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Grainger (Allerdale Borough Councillor).
 2)  Minutes - Resolved – that the Chair sign the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 7th of July 2022 with the following amendment to item 11a; Village Green Committee – the council had received two letters expressing concern over the amount of dog and other animal excrement and defecation on the village green.  One was from Gordon Oliver, the village sports day organiser, and the other was from Bassenthwaite School which advised that they regularly used the green as part of their PE lessons and the staff spent a good part of the lesson clearing it up before it was usable for the children.
3) Public Participation – a letter from Mag Jackson asked if she could put a bench in front of her house No1 The Green in memory of her late husband.  The parish council had no objection to this request but asked that the bench fit in with the other benches on The Green and that the residents on The Green had no objection.  
    4)  Requests for Dispensations - there were no requests for dispensations.

    5)  Declaration of Interests –there were no declarations of interest.  
    6)  Cumbria Constabulary – the monthly police newsletter was circulated by email.  
      7)  Chairman’s Announcements  
a)  On Tuesday the 2nd of August, the Home Secretary gave the go-ahead for Cumbria’s Police and Crime Commissioner (PCC), Peter McCall, to take on governance responsibility for Cumbria Fire and Rescue Service from Cumbria’s Fire Authority, Cumbria County Council.

b) CALC advise that when setting the budget for next year, if the council is due to have an election in 2023 and think the election may be contested they would be wise to include the cost of running an election in the precept request. Although CALC have not had a definitive answer from the work stream dealing with the Elections on whether the new Unitary Authorities will bear these costs it is best to be prepared in case the parish council are required to pay for them. Election costs can be in the region of £2000.

 

c) The CALC AGM 2022 will be held virtually on the 24th September at 10.00am.  The theme for the AGM will be the Cost of Living with guest speakers for this year being Steve Shaw, Power for People & Howard Cox, Founder of Fair Fuel UK. Agenda papers to follow in September.
        8)  Payment of Accounts & Receipts Received
             The following payments were considered & approved for payment; 
     Tivoli (Grasscutting July)  

                                                    £ 209.62

     K Armstrong (Lakes Home Centre)



              £    25.99

     Citizens Advice Allerdale (Donation)


                          £    50.00
       9)  Financial Report - The balance as at the 31st July 2022 is £15,212.63 on all three PC accounts.  The bank reconciliation as at the 31st July 2022 was approved.  The 2022/23 budget was reviewed & approved.     
       10)  Planning               
    a)  Ref No:  7/2022/2148 – use of land for tented camping, siting of 3no. camping pods and 2no. touring caravan pitches (amendment to existing planning permissions to alter the approved area with no increase to approved numbers or pitches) – Kestral Lodge Camp Site, Bassenthwaite – granted 18/7/22.              
   11)  Committee Reports – the following reports were received;
           a)  Village Green Committee – a formal letter of complaint from Gordon Oliver in respect of the councils inability to accept responsibility for the management of land was circulated to councillors by email.  Mr Oliver requested that farmers use stock trailers to transport live stock across the Green.  It was discussed that using trailers would be completely unworkable and the only solution would be to fence the area - parishioners’ views to be sought for the next meeting. Also, prices to be gained from Tivoli for a clean-up of the area prior to the School PE and Sports Day.     
           b)  Parish Owned Land Committee – it was noted that one of the Pinfold trees is in poor shape with leaves dying/going brown – Cllr Stephens to look into.
           c)  Play Areas Committee – nothing to report.  

                At this point, Cllr Armstrong was thanked very much for restoring the noticeboard.   

  12)   Jubilee Photos – Cllr Grace kindly supplied an appropriate album which displayed the jubilee photographs.  Album to be kept in the parish rooms for all to view.  The WI were still to decide on their photograph.
  13)  Short-Term Holiday Let – an email in respect of evidence for short-term holiday letting in England was circulated and it was noted that the questionnaire did not cover the main concerns.  The council agreed that it was imperative they reply but to reply by email so all the relevant points could be covered.  Cllr Stephens to draft and circulate a proposed reply.      
  14)  Highways – it was noted that the fingerpost had still not been repaired/replaced – clerk to contact highways for update.  The clerk advised that she had been informed that the light at Cooper Dub was now working; councillors were unaware of this as a formal update from Allerdale Property Services had not been received by the council.  Cllr Stephens to look into.  
   15)  Parish Councillor Vacancies – there being two parish councillor vacancies, Barbara Cooper-Holmes & Lynn Briggs were co-opted on to the council and duly completed the relevant paperwork.
     16)  Items for next Agenda - new items to be with the clerk by the 24th of August 2022.
     17)  Date of Next Meeting – it was noted that the next meeting of the Parish Council would be Thursday the 1st of September 2022.  
                                         The chair closed the meeting at 20.38 pm. 
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