Bassenthwaite Parish Council
Minutes of the Re-Convened Annual Meeting of Bassenthwaite Parish Council 

held in the Bassenthwaite Parish Room on Thursday 8th June 2023.
Bass min 182                            
Councillors Present: KArmstrong, C Grace & L Briggs.  
Also Present: Elizabeth Clark (Clerk), J Mattinson & S Langcake. 
  1) To Elect a Chairman of the Council 
      No councillors were willing to act as Chair for the 2023/2024 council year.  It was agreed to elect a chair at the start of every meeting.  Cllr Grace proposed & Cllr Armstrong seconded that Cllr Briggs chair the current meeting. 
  2) To receive the Chairman’s declaration of acceptance of office 
      No declaration of acceptance of office signed.
  3) To appoint a Vice-Chairman of the Council 
      No Vice-Chair appointed for the 2023/2024 council year. 
  4) Apologies – received from B Cooper-Holmes.  
  5) Minutes Resolved - that the Chairman sign as a correct record minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on the 6th April 2023. 
  6) Parish Councillor Vacancies – Sarah Langcake & Jonathan Mattinson were co-opted onto the council and completed the relevant paperwork.

  7) Chairman’s Announcements  
      It was noted that Arborscape had removed two ash trees (T19 & T20).  The ash (T17) which had looked to be deteriorating and had been recommended for removal had come back strong and was showing good crown growth, due to this, the tree was not removed.  Arborscape have therefore amended the survey and invoice to reflect this.
  8) Public Participation – no questions asked or points raised.
  9) Requests for dispensations - no requests for dispensations received.
10) Declaration of Interests - no declarations of interest received.
11) Cumbria Constabulary – police report circulated by email.
12) To appoint Committees and Sub-Committees  
      Green Committee – Cllr Mattinson
      Parish Play Area Committee – Cllr Armstrong     

      Parish Land Committee (Pinfold) – Cllr Grace 

      Parish Land Committee (other areas) – deferred to next meeting 

      Defibrillator – deferred to next meeting
13) To appoint representatives to outside bodies 
      Parish Room Committee – deferred to next meeting.
14) Standing Orders, Financial Regulations & Code of Conduct
      The Standing Orders, Financial Regulations & Code of Conduct were circulated, reviewed & approved with no updates required.
15) Annual Return for the year ended 31st March 2023 
       a)  The internal auditor report was received & accepted by the council.  Internal controls were reviewed and authorised.
       b)  The Chairman & Responsible Financial Officer were authorised to sign the certificate of Exemption.  
       c)  The Chairman & the Responsible Financial Officer were authorised to sign the Annual Governance Statement 2022/23.

       d)  The Chairman and the Responsible Financial Officer were authorised to sign the Accounting Statements 2022/23 of the Annual Return. 

       e)  The Chairman and Responsible Financial Officer were authorised to sign the accounts book for the year ending 31st March 2023.

       f)   The dates of the period for the exercise of public rights were confirmed to be from the Monday12th June 2023 – Friday 21st July 2023.  
16) Payment of Accounts & Receipts Received
      The council approved the following payments: -
a) CALC (Annual Subscription)




           £  167.53 


b) Mrs E Bell (Internal Auditor)




           £    30.00 


c) Tivoli (Grounds Maintenance – April/May/Extra Cut)
           £  684.20
      d)   Zurich Insurance – 01/06/23 – 31/05/24


           £1158.10 


      e)    J Stephens (Weebly - Website Hosting)
                                   £    83.40

      f)    E Clark (Salary April, May, June)



           £  475.77
 

      g)   E Clark – Expenses (Postage 7.54, Auditor Mileage 3.60, Ink 18.99)                    £    30.13

      h)   HM Revenue & Customs (PAYE)



           £  118.80

      i)    Bassenthwaite PCC (Grasscutting 1st Instalment)

           £  500.00

      j)    Cllr Grace (Printer Ink)




           £    16.95 

     k)    Arborscape (Removal of 2 x Ash Trees)


           £  600.00

      l)
    Keswick & District Community First Responders (Donation)         £    60.00

    m)    Bassenthwaite Parish Room (Water Rates & Rates)

           £  251.93   
     The following receipts received were noted;

      a) Electricity North West (Wayleaves)


                      £   36.02

b) Allerdale Borough Council (1st Precept Instalment)

          £3675.00


17) Financial Report 
      The financial statement to show a balance of £18,041.27 as at 31st May 23 on the three PC accounts – Approved. The budget review as at the 31st of March 2023 was reviewed & accepted.  Cllr Armstrong was authorised to countersign the ‘add a party’ form as requested by the Cumberland Building Society. 
18) Planning  

          Ref No: 7/2023/2073 – demolition & rebuilding of damaged wall – Ravenstone Lodge – 

          No Objection.
       Ref No: 7/2023/2003 - amendments to the approved scheme (ref. 7/2020/2290) to allow improved accessible visitor accommodation including roof mounted solar panels and the retention of no 2 accessible camping pods – Kiln Barn Campsite, Bassenthwaite – Granted.   

       Ref No:  T/2023/0071 – Yew tree – Crown reduce all round by up to 1m & crown lift on neighbours & road side – Mill Cottage, Bassenthwaite – No Objection.
       Ref No: 7/2023/2095 – Proposed stand alone garage & extension to existing kitchen – Low Melbecks Barn, Bassenthwaite – No Objection.  
19) Highways – the footpath at Rose Cottage was becoming impassable due to overgrown bushes etc.  Clerk to request slow signs at the second bridge on the Scarness road.  It was noted that the Rambler bus wasn’t coming through the village – clerk to look into.     
20) Items for next Agenda 
      New items to be with the clerk by Wednesday 28th of June 2023.
21) Date of Next Meeting 
      It was noted that the next meeting would be Thursday 6th July 2023.
      The meeting closed at 8.30pm.

